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THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF MALAWI U
Malawi operates on an 8-4-4 system: Primary Schbo 8 years
Secondary School 4 years

University Bachelor's Degree 4 years

Language: The official language of instruction throughout tilalawian educational system is English.
Students may study in any of the three major ltmajuages for most of the first four years of priyna
school after which English becomes the medium. fdt®mnal language, Chichewa, and other languages
like French are taught as classroom subjects thrattgast the senior year in secondary schools. Al
textbooks and materials are otherwise in English.

Secondary SchoolSecondary school education takes four years frormA to Form 4 (9 grade to 12
grade). Students can attend secondary school lic@dhools run by the government or in privatecsb
run by the private sector, religious bodies andviddals.

Students in secondary schools sit for two majoionat examinations, a Junior Certificate Examinatio
(JCE) at the end of Form 2 (1@rade) and the Malawi School Certificate of EdisraExamination
(MSCE) at the end of Form 4 (1grade). Only those who pass the JCE can proce€drto 3 and
ultimately to Form 4. One needs to have passézhat six subjects including English to be award&€CE
diploma. Unlike the MSCE, the JCE is assigned eeikbtter grades nor point grades.

Grading System: The MSCE has 9 grades, 1 being the highest ahd Btvest (fail). To qualify for an
MSCE certificate, a student must pass (gradesHn8)ish and five other subjects, one of which niesat
credit level (grades 1-6).

The Malawi National Examination Board recommendsftiilowing equivalence of MSCE grades to the
GCSE and GCE grades.

MSCE Grade —Points — GCSE/O-Level Grade

MSCE Interpretation | GSCE/'QO' Level
1&2 Distinction A
3&4 Credit B
58&6 Credit C
7 Ordinary Pass D
8 Ordinary Pass E
9 Fail F

Both the JCE and the MSCE exam require a studdakta minimum of six subjects. At MSCE, it is the
best six subjects including English that are codimbevards the final score. The top score that desttican
receive on their MSCE is a 6, simply meaning thstiualent scored six ones in their best six subjects
including English. An MSCE score of 6 points tHere translates into straight ‘A’s.

Grading for the MSCE is exceptionally tough. Ldsst 1% of the grades are 6 points or straight A'sIS
B’s and C’s can be quite competitive grades. MS€4tilts are also used for selection of candidates fo
training courses and employment. Students who dpwell in MSCE and pass the University of Malawi
Entrance Examination are selected into the UnityecdiMalawi and its constituent colleges.



University Education:

Selection to University of Malawi (UNIMA) is veryoenpetitive and limited by the number of seats or
beds. As a result, many well qualified candidatmot be admitted. UNIMA can only admit 1,000
students every year. In 2007, over 20,000 studsitbor MSCE, out of which 11,000 passed andmat f
the University Entrance Examinations (UEE). 4,SGflents passed UEE and qualified for UNIMA but
only 1,000 were admitted due to lack of space. Tality for UEE, one must be a holder of MSCE, GSCE
or other internationally recognized comparable [&el certificate with at least six credit passeduding
English Language.

Selection to UNIMA is also based on the combinemtsof MSCE or ‘O’ level equivalent examination
and the University Entrance Examinations. Eachrdmrtes 50% towards the final aggregate score.

‘A’ level candidates and International Baccalaueg@B) candidates with a minimum of 30 points aoé n
required to take University Entrance Examinatidtur international private schools in Malawi oftbe
Cambridge A-levels and the International Baccalatgre Qualified students from these schools aggbddi
for selection into the second year of UNIMA withdnatving to sit for UEE.

The University of Malawi has the following consstu colleges:
Chancellor College

Bunda College of Agriculture

The Malawi Polytechnic

Kamuzu College of Nursing

College of Medicine

agrwnE

Testing: The SAT is offered 5 times a year at 3 differewliions. The GRE is offered 4 times whereas
GMAT is not offered at all in Malawi. TOEFL is offed 6 times a year. All these tests are offerqubagr
based tests in Malawi.

Verification of Documents: The Education Advising center works with Admiss@fficers in helping to
facilitate the verification of academic documenitgjplicants to US colleges and universities.
Unfortunately, the Malawi National Examination Bdatoes not have a website at this time. Thus it is
advisable that Admission Officers contact us sheldy need to verify an applicant’s credentialse ¥dn
certify documents with the EducationUSA stamp.

Educational Advising: The Educational Advising Center in Lilongwe is spored by the Public Affairs
Section of the US Embassy. It serves over 6,00festis annually. Our job is to provide the most eai®y
objective and comprehensive information on higltkrcation in the US and to help Malawian students
access such important information. It will be olegsure to work with you in helping Malawian stutien
who qualify to enroll at your institution. We welo@ any chance of receiving your school’'s catalogue,
view book, video and CD — ROM, mailed to:

Educational Advisor
Department of State

2280 Lilongwe Place
Washington DC 20521 — 2280

Please feel free to contact or email the Educattiddeisor, Martin Kanjadza, danjadzamh@state.gov
Phone: (265) 1 772 222
Fax: (265) 1771142




